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ATruly Innovative Parade 
HOME BUILD
A standout at the 2017 Boise Parade of Homes, The Toronto by Innovative Custom Homes stays true to 

its name to create a beautiful and highly energy-efficient home
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H
omebuilder Innovative Custom Homes 
(ICH) always brings their A-game to the 
Parade of Homes. Never disappointing, 
ICH debuted ‘The Toronto’ at the 2017 

Boise Parade of Homes, a single-family, HERS, and 
Greenguard Gold-rated home whose innovative 
building materials helped create an aesthetically 
attractive yet highly energy-efficient home that 
helped it stand out amongst the other 37 homes 
showcased at the parade.  

Based in Idaho and led by co-owner Heather 
Echevarria, ICH wanted to do something different 

for this year’s Parade of Homes. When she met Trevor 
Brown of Amvic at the Builders Showcase tradeshow, 
Amvic’s ICF blocks caught her attention. Despite 
their energy-efficient allure, the timing wasn’t quite 
right and she passed on them then. But, when this 
year’s Parade came around, she was ready to try them 
out.

So, what exactly was the allure of ICFs? For 
starters, they are incredibly sustainable, durable, 
and resilient. ICFs can withstand severe weather 
conditions and events, including fire, wind, impact, 
and seismic activity. They provide superior sound 

S The Toronto is one 

of 38 unique homes 

showcased at the 2017 

Boise Parade of Homes, 

and the only entry by a 

female homebuilder. 

By Sergio Flores
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S ICFs are incredibly 

sustainable, durable, 

and resilient, and can 

withstand severe weather 

conditions and events, 

including fire, wind, 

impact, and seismic 

activity. 

attenuation to provide a quiet setting, and the 
tight building envelope they create eliminates air 
leakage and temperature fluctuations, in addition 
to providing stable temperature through all levels 
of the home.  The appeal of using ICF blocks was 
also a personal one for Echevarria. “I jumped at the 
opportunity to build something totally different 
from all the other ‘boys’ in the Parade,” explained 
Echevarria. “Not only would it be different, but 
it would allow us to showcase an unparalleled 

energy-efficient way to build.”
Several challenges did arise from using a novel 

building material. For example, the blocks used for 
this home were stacked during some of the coldest 
weeks Idaho had experienced in years. If traditional 
wood frame were used, the builder would not have 
been able to begin construction as early as they did 
because the weather made it too cold for concrete to 
pour for the foundation. The weather for January 13 
read 16 degrees, but with the Amvic ICF block, they 

“I jumped at the opportunity to build something totally different from all the other 

‘boys’ in the Parade. Not only would it be different, but it would allow us to showcase 

an unparalleled energy-efficient way to build.”
—Heather Echevarria, Innovative Custom Homes, Co-Owner
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S Using ICFs, builder 

Innovative Custom 

Homes wanted to create 

a home that was beautiful 

and offered unparalleled 

energy efficiency. 

S The home’s functional 

floor plan offers multiple 

options suited for 

numerous buyers, due to 

the local area’s growth 

and high demand for 

multi-generational living. 

were able to set the blocks in below zero temperature 
and pour the walls successfully. Meanwhile the 
weather forced other builders to put their projects on 
hold. 

But the project’s success cannot be credited to 
Amvic alone. “We are very proud of the energy 
efficiency that the Amvic block gave us, but we are 
also extremely proud to showcase a beautiful home 
that introduced the idea of a concrete home to many 
in our area,” said Echevarria. The homebuilder is 
particularly proud to dispel the myth that ICF homes 
tend to don an unattractive square look, but this was 
not the case for The Toronto. This home showcases 
that ICF homes can have the same features as a 
traditional, stick-built home, with small bumps on the 
exterior that give the home some character. 

The Toronto is located in Meridian, Idaho. ICH 

chose to build here because of the area’s local growth 
and high demand for multi-generational living. The 
home’s functional floor plan offers multiple options 
suited for numerous buyers. At 2,931 square feet of 
living space, the home features three bedrooms, 3.5 
bathrooms, and a large kitchen that opens to the great 
room and dining area. An optional space that can be 
transformed into a fourth bedroom or office or in-law 
suite that has its own entrance. 

Women in homebuilding are paving the way for 
energy-efficient and environmentally responsible 
homes and ICH proves that with the Toronto, which 
scored an impressive 42 on the HERS score, the 
lowest in the entire competition. And ICH was the 
only female-owned homebuilder entered in the 
competition.  

“The first thing I would say for anyone in business, 
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The Toronto:
ARCHITECT: Draftech

BUILDER: Innovative Custom Homes

LOCATION: Meridian, Idaho

TYPE OF PRODUCT: Singe-Family, Multi-

Generational

GREEN CERTIFICATION: HERS, 

Greenguard Gold 

MONTH/YEAR COMPLETED: 2017

S The Toronto scored 

an impressive 42 on 

the HERS scale and is 

certified Greenguard 

Gold, ensuring the home 

is environmentally 

responsible.

not just women in construction, is to get involved,” 
said Echevarria. “I am on the Board with our local 
Building Contractors Association (BCASWI) and 
I participate on numerous committee’s from the 
Builder-Developer Council, PR Committee, to the 
Parade of Homes Committee’s. Whatever industry 
you are in, immerse yourself in it, become the expert 
your clients need, and give back to your community.” 

Echevarria credits her success to the enjoyment 

of learning all the aspects of homebuilding, from 
creating the plan to managing day-to-day job 
site issues. Mastering these elements, though, is 
something that she feels women need to do even 
more so than a man. “It’s not enough to just design 
a floor plan and finishes—you have to be present at 
the job sites, and be the hands-on expert your clients 
need you to be.” 

Innovative Custom Homes will continue to work 
with multiple Amvic ICF clients, implementing 
their blocks and other innovative products in future 
projects. “We are a custom home builder and are 
not tied to one specific community,” explained 
Echevarria. “However, we are working with clients 
on plans utilizing the Amvic ICF block for upcoming 
build jobs.” Echevarria notes that not many builders 
are utilizing the extremely functional ICF blocks 
from Amvic. It is a product that helps ICH stand out 
amongst the competition.  
 
For more information, visit innovativehomesboise.com.

Sergio Flores is an Editor for Green Home Builder magazine. 
He may be reached at sergio@penpubinc.com.


